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Time Line
1117

Construction of Castle Keep commenced

1215

Barons met at the Castle before signing the Magna Carta

1223

Berkeley’s restored to the Castle in reign of Henry III

1327
Edward II was imprisoned and subsequently murdered at the Castle

1340
Castle was extended including the building of the Great Hall on the site of an earlier one.

1400

King Richard II entertained at the Castle

1553
Castle returned to the Berkeley’s after having been a royal castle for 80 years.
1574
Queen Elizabeth I visits the Castle
1641

William Berkeley became the first Governor of Virginia

1643
Castle was captured by Parliamentary forces during the Civil War

1679
George Berkeley was made the first Earl of Berkeley by King Charles II

1749
Dr. Edward Jenner was born, who lived in Berkeley and became strongly associated with the 5th Earl & the family

1810
On the death of the 5th Earl the Berkeley Peerage was contested

1916

The 8th Earl of Berkeley inherits the Castle

1942
The 8th Earl dies without an heir, after having refurbished the Castle as his primary residence
1956

Castle opened to the public
www.berkeley-castle.com
01453 810332
info@berkeley-castle.com

