** PRESS RELEASE **

BERKELEY CASTLE

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Jools Pays a Visit

Renowned musician and TV presenter Jools Holland made an unexpected pit stop at Berkeley Castle yesterday (Thurs 15th July).

On his way from the Larmar Tree Festival he stopped off in Berkeley en-route to Liverpool for the Summer Pops concert.
Jools performed to a sell-out crowd on the Castle Meadow in 2006, but didn’t get a chance to go around the Castle on that occasion. Jools has an interest in medieval architecture, and always promised himself that one-day he would return to the Castle for a proper visit.

Jools joined one of the guided tours and enjoyed a trip around the Castle and was happy to pose for photos at the Piano in the Great Hall.
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Note 1.

Photograph Captions
Jools Holland at the Piano in the Great Hall
Note 2.

For more information about Jools Holland please visit www.joolsholland.com.

Note 3.

Berkeley Castle is now open until 31st October 2010. Please check our website for exact opening times. The Global Ticket provides access to the Castle and the Grounds and costs £7.50 for Adults, £6.00 concessions & £4.50 for children (5-16years, under 5’s – free). Family tickets are available (2 adults & 2 children) for £21.00.

Note 4:

Berkeley Castle is a beautiful and historic Castle, begun in 1117 and still remains the home of the Berkeley family. The Castle was the scene of the brutal murder of Edward II in 1327 and besieged by Cromwell’s troops in 1645. The Castle is steeped in history but 27 generations of Berkeley’s have gradually transformed a Norman fortress into the lovely home it is today.

The state apartments contain magnificent collections of furniture, rare paintings by primarily English and Dutch masters, and tapestries. Some of the world famous Berkeley silver is on display and many other rooms including the Great Hall are available to view.

The Castle is surrounded by lovely terraced Elizabethan Gardens with a lily pond, Elizabeth I’s bowling green, sweeping lawns and a walled garden containing the Butterfly House.

For general information contact the Castle Office on 01453 810332, or e-mail info@berkeley-castle.com. Browse the website www.berkeley-castle.com.
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